Friends

Pikes Peak
Library District

With grateful hearts, we
welcome the new year. May it
offer fresh beginnings, steady
strength, and many small joys

to brighten each day.
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~ READY?

JAN. 1 - FEB. 28

Friends




SIGN UP FOR BEANSTACK



https://ppld.beanstack.org/reader365
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Guest speakers

H P.J. ANDERSON AND
10:30 am PATRICK ANDERSON

Library 21c in The Venue
1175 Chapel Hills Drive, Colorado Springs

What happens on Cheyenne Mountain when it’s in your backyard?

For P.J. and Patrick Anderson, the answer spans more than 27 years of hiking,
camping, research, and deep personal connection. That lifelong relationship with the
mountain led to their award-winning book, Cheyenne Mountain: Here’s Looking at
You—and now the community is invited to hear their story firsthand.

The father-and-son author team will be the keynote speakers at the Friends of the
Pikes Peak Library District’s Annual Meeting on January 24, 2026, sharing the
hidden history, surprising science, and unforgettable experiences behind one of the
region’s most overlooked landmarks.



Often overshadowed by its famous neighbor, Cheyenne Mountain has a story all its
own. As P.J. Anderson explains, the mountain is 733 million years older than Pikes
Peak and was pushed forward nearly four miles by the same geologic forces that
uplifted the Front Range. It is a place shaped not only by time, but by people—24
early homesteaders, local ranchers, Spencer Penrose, and NORAD—all leaving
lasting marks on the land.

The Andersons’ expertise goes far beyond recreation. In addition to decades of
exploration, P.J.’s career as the county’s planning attorney gave him rare access to
historical documents, development records, and land-use decisions across the Pikes
Peak region. That unique perspective allowed the authors to trace how Cheyenne
Mountain’s four peaks, rugged geology, and unforgiving terrain challenged road
builders, reshaped drainage patterns, and endured storms, fires, and even plane
crashes. The oldest trees standing today grew back more than 150 years ago after
devastating fires—yet the mountain remains strikingly beautiful.

Patrick Anderson brings his own hands-on experience to the story. As a teenager, he
not only hiked Cheyenne Mountain but worked to restore disappearing trails, including
time spent improving the Dixon Trail in the early 2000s. An avid mountain biker and
rock climber, Patrick contributes chapters on some of the mountain’s most difficult
terrain and striking rock formations. Today an environmental attorney, he reflects on
how growing up between the Garden of the Gods and Cheyenne Mountain shaped
his lifelong appreciation for public lands.

The book also captures moments of joy and humor—early 20th-century horseback
adventures planned by Penrose and his friends, legendary rock climbs in Fisher
Canyon, and even a long-standing rhubarb plant discovered by the authors that has
supplied pies for decades. From a secluded family yurt with sweeping views of the
city, the former Penrose lodge site, and the surrounding peaks, the Andersons gained
a rare, intimate view of the mountain few ever see.

This book talk promises more than history—it’s a celebration of place, perseverance,
and the deep connections between people and land. Whether you hike Cheyenne
Mountain, admire it from afar, or simply want to know the story behind the
skyline, this is a program not to miss.

RSVP TO THE ANNUAL MEETING



https://www.friendsofppld.org/event-details-registration/free-friends-annual-meeting-with-meet-the-author
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> Volunteers are the heart of the Friends, and
- even a small amount of time can make a big
g difference. Helping with events, book sales,
or behind-the-scenes projects supports
—— library programs the whole community
enjoys. Volunteering is a great way to meet
— others who love the library, share your —
skills, and give back in a meaningful way. ——
We’d love for you to join us and be partof
the Friends’ work this year.

Book Sale Bookstore Board Committees
Volunteers Volunteers

Call 719-531-6333 x 1461

VOLUNTEER TODAY



https://www.friendsofppld.org/s-projects-basic

Friends of PPLD’s

Mark your calendars!

Thursday, March 12 to
Sunday, March 15, 2026

Watch our website

Friends " for more information:
Ty beak www.friendsofppld.org

BIG BOOK SALE



https://www.friendsofppld.org/big-book-sales

SAVE THE DATE

JUNE 6, 2026

AWARDS DOUBLETREE HOTEL, COLORADO SPRINGS



https://facebook.com/
https://instagram.com/

